Families in Zionf)

Touching Hearts and Homes

“Only a Few Bad Parts”

PURPOSE
To help listeners understand the importance of avoiding media that is unclean or
unwholesome

MATERIALS
X A mushroom, a can of mushrooms or a picture of mushrooms
(below)

LESSON IDEAS
1. Explain that some people are not concerned about watching televiy
or movies if they “only have a few bad parts”.
a. Hold up the mushroom (or picture below) and explain that movies can be like
mushrooms. Some are delicious and enjoyable, but others are poisonous and
deadly.
b. Read or share in your own words insights from the excerpt (below)
“Mushrooms, Music, Movies, and Magazines”.
c. Ask, “Which mushrooms are the most deadly? Why?”

2. You may want to discuss several of the guidelines for what we should and should not
watch:

a. For the Strength of YoutliDo not attend, view, or participate in
entertainment that is vulgar, immoral, violent, or pornographic in any way”
(page 17).

b. Moroni 7:16: “I show unto you the way to judge; for every thing that inviteth
to do good, and to persuade to believe in Christ, is sent forth by the power and
gift of Christ.”

c. 13" Article of Faith. We should ask ourselves, “Is what | am watching
virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy?”

3. Challenge listeners to go through their collection of music and movies and discard
anything that is not virtuous, lovely, or of good report. Testify of the purity and peace
that comes from avoiding media that is unclean.


http://tinyurl.com/4pwp6s

“Mushrooms, Music, Movies, and Magazines
By Elder Spencer J. Condie

My wife and | love mushrooms, and several years ago, while shopping in an Austrian
supermarket, we were surprised to see two cans of mushrooms of the same size with different
labels and a big difference in price. When we asked a store clerk what the difference was betwee.
the 13-schilling can and the 20-schilling can, he replied with a smile: “The ones for 20 schillings
are guaranteed not to be poisonous.” If you had been in our shoes, which would you have chosen?

There are hundreds of species of mushrooms, and many of them are not only edible but
delicious. Mushroom hunting is a favorite family activity in many parts of the world, but
mushroom hunters must be aware that between 70 and 80 varieties of mushrooms are poisonous
Some of them are fatal.

Among the poisonous mushrooms is the Omphalotus illudens or “jack-o’-lantern”
mushroom. The body reacts to its poison very quickly with violent nausea and vomiting. Because
of this immediate reaction, the “jack-o0’-lantern” is not fatal.

A much more dangerous mushroom is the Amanita phalloides, or “destroying angel.” Just
one or two in a batch of two dozen can poison an entire family. Because it tastes like an edible
mushroom and has no immediate effect, the victim keeps on eating. Then, six to fifteen hours
later, when it is digested and its poisons have entered the bloodstream, the victim experiences
severe nausea and cramps and unquenchable thirst. Eventually it destroys the liver. There is no
known antidote, and the fatality rate is about 90 percent.

Music, movies, and magazines have a lot in common with mushrooms. For example, they
come in countless varieties. Just as some mushrooms are edible and desirable and nutritious,
certain kinds of music, movies, and magazines provide nutrition for the soul as they edify,
entertain, and uplift.

And just as there are different kinds of poisonous mushrooms, so are there different kinds
of music, movies, and magazines that poison the spirits of men and women. Some of these
poisons are very much like jack-o’-lantern mushrooms because their impact is so repulsive and
objectionable that we immediately reject them.

But there are other kinds of music, movies, and magazines that work very much like the
“destroying angel”; that is, at first we have no idea that what we are listening to or watching or
reading is slowly and surely poisoning our very souls.

“Often we hear people comment on different entertainments, and we will hear something
like, “This tape by the Dirty Gym Sox has ten good songs and only two bad ones.” Or, “It was a
great movie (or video), with only two or three bad scenes.” Or, “Most of the articles in this
magazine are very interesting and insightful.” But in 1988, only a few toxic mushrooms in a
whole dishful put five Oregon people in the hospital on the verge of death.

Just as mushroom hunters develop safety checklists regarding the color, size, and shape
of edible and poisonous mushrooms, our loving and protective Heavenly Father has provided us
with several checklists to determine whether the things we view, listen to, and read are poisonous
or wholesome.

Remember, the same principles that keep mushroom hunters alive will help you stay alive
spiritually. Beware of dangerous look-alikes; if it's doubtful, avoid it. (It has been said that there
areold mushroom hunters and there boédd mushroom hunters, but there areohd, bold
mushroom hunters.) Remember, too, that sometimes the slowest poisons are the most deadly.
Above all, continue to develop your own growing, personalized checklist. Together with the
guidance of the Holy Ghost, it will always help you to judge between the poisonous and the
wholesomeNlew Erg Feb 1990, 4).






