
Patriarchal Blessings

PURPOSE
To help family members better understand the purpose of patriarchal blessings 
and the requirements for receiving one

MATERIALS
�x Paper and pencils for each family member
�x Story,I Knew It Wasn't Luck (2nd story on the web page)
�x Quiz (below)

LESSON IDEAS
1. Tell your family that today’s lesson will be centered around a true or false 

quiz (below) on patriarchal blessings. Read each question aloud and have 
family members write true or false.

2. Read and discuss the answers with your family.

3. You may want to share:
�x A personal experience concerning your own patriarchal blessing 
�x A portion of your patriarchal blessing
�x The story,I Knew It Wasn't Luck (2nd story on the web page)

4. Testify that patriarchal blessings provide comfort, direction, warnings and 
promises for our lives if we live worthy to receive them. Encourage family 
members to be worthy to obtain their patriarchal blessing.

ANSWERS
1. False. Patriarchal blessings are for worthy members of the Church who are 

mature enough to begin to understand the blessing.

2. False. If we are not faithful the blessings may not be fulfilled. President James E. 
Faust: “In order to receive the fulfillment of our patriarchal blessings, we should 
treasure in our hearts the precious words they contain, ponder them, and so live 
that we will obtain the blessings in mortality and a crown of righteousness in the 
hereafter” (Ensign, Nov. 1995, 63-64).

3. False. President James E. Faust: “Some might be disturbed because members of 
the same family have blessings declaring them to be of a different lineage. A few 
families are of a mixed lineage. We believe that the house of Israel today 
constitutes a large measure of the human family. Because the tribes have 
intermixed one with another, one child may be declared to be from the tribe of 
Ephraim and another of the same family from Manasseh or one of the other tribes. 

http://lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=2354fccf2b7db010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD&locale=0&sourceId=a2e7dbfdf5b1c010VgnVCM1000004d82620a____&hideNav=1
http://lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=2354fccf2b7db010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD&locale=0&sourceId=a2e7dbfdf5b1c010VgnVCM1000004d82620a____&hideNav=1


The blessing of one tribe, therefore, may be dominant in one child, and the 
blessing of another tribe dominant in yet another child. So, children from the 
same parents could receive the blessings of different tribes” (Ensign, Nov. 1995, 
63-64).

4. False.  Elder John A. Widtsoe: “It should always be kept in mind that the 
realization of the promises made may come in this or the future life. Men have 
stumbled at times because promised blessings have not occurred in this life. They 
have failed to remember that, in the gospel, life with all its activities continues 
forever and that the labors of earth may be continued in heaven. Besides, the 
Giver of the blessings, the Lord, reserves the right to have them become active in 
our lives, as suits His divine purpose. We and our blessings are in the hands of the 
Lord” (Evidences and Reconciliations, p. 75).

5. False. President James E. Faust: “The patriarch promised that my blessing would 
‘be a comfort and a guide’ to me throughout my life. As a boy I read it over and 
over again. I pondered each word. I prayed earnestly to understand fully the 
spiritual meaning. Having that blessing early in my life guided me through all of 
the significant events and challenges of my life. I did not fully understand the 
meaning of my blessing until I gained more maturity and experience” (Ensign, 
Nov. 1995, 63-64).

6. False. President James E. Faust: “A patriarchal blessing is very sacred and 
personal, but it may be shared with close family members” (Ensign, Nov. 1995, 
63-64).

7. False. President James E. Faust: “. . . a person should not expect the blessing to 
detail all that will happen to him or her or to answer all questions” (Ensign, Nov. 
1995, 63-64).

8. False. Only the bishop needs to interview.

9. False. President James E. Faust: “ . . . a person should not expect the blessing to 
detail all that will happen to him or her or to answer all questions” (Ensign, Nov. 
1995, 63-64).

10.True.  

ACTIVITY IDEA
�x Play 1 to 100 Dice Roll
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http://lds.about.com/od/familyhomeeveninggames/a/100dice_game.htm


How Much Do You Know About Patriarchal Blessings?

1. Anybody can receive a patriarchal blessing.  T   F

2. A patriarchal blessing promises you certain things that will happen in your 
life.  T   F

3. Members of the same family will all be from the same tribe of the House of 
Israel.   T   F

4. If a person is faithful, all patriarchal promises will be fulfilled in the person’s 
lifetime.   T   F

5. A person’s patriarchal blessing will always be understandable to the one who 
receives it.   T   F

6. A patriarchal blessing can be shared with friends and neighbors.   T   F

7. A patriarchal blessing will tell you the major callings you will hold in your 
life.   T   F

8. To receive a patriarchal blessing you must be interviewed by the bishop and 
stake president.   T   F

9. A patriarchal blessing will tell you if you are going to be married and have 
children in this life.   T   F

10. If we live worthy the Lord will fulfill all of the promises given in our 
patriarchal blessing.   T   F


