
Never Kick a Skunk

PURPOSE
To help family members understand that:

1. Sin always has consequences (negative results)
2. If we listen to the Holy Ghost we can avoid “kicking 

skunks”
3. The Savior’s atonement can cleanse us of all our sins

MATERIALS
�x A picture of a skunk (larger image below)
�x Paper, crayons, markers
�x Story, Overcoming the Stench of Sin

SONG SUGGESTION
�x Choose The Right Way” page 160 in Children’s Songbook

LESSON IDEAS
1. Hold up the picture of the skunk. Ask what kind of an animal it is and how it 

defends itself. Ask if any family member has ever smelled a skunk. If so, have 
them try and describe it.

2. Read or tell the story, Overcoming the Stench of Sin. Some things you might 
discuss:

a. “Do all sins stink?” 
b. “Do all sins have negative results?”
c. “What happens when we try to hide our sins?”
d. “What did Elder Jones say he could have done to avoid the skunk?” 
e. Discuss the remedies his mother used to try and get rid of the stench and 

ask, “What remedy has Heavenly Father given us to eliminate sin from 
our lives?”

3. Scriptures you may want to read as a family:
a. Doctrine and Covenants 1:2-3. (If you have a megaphone it could be a fun 

teaching aide in teaching this verse)
b. Alma 41:10
c. Mormon 9:3-4

4. Testify that all sin does affect us, but if we listen to the Holy Ghost we can 
always avoid “kicking skunks”. Testify that the atonement of Jesus Christ has 
the power to cleanse us of all our sins.

http://lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=2354fccf2b7db010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD&locale=0&sourceId=fca874536cf0c010VgnVCM1000004d82620a____&hideNav=1
http://lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?vgnextoid=2354fccf2b7db010VgnVCM1000004d82620aRCRD&locale=0&sourceId=fca874536cf0c010VgnVCM1000004d82620a____&hideNav=1


ACTIVITY IDEAS
�x Help your children choose a phrase they could write beneath the picture of the 

skunk (below) and place it where it can be a visual reminder. Some ideas are:
a. “Sin Stinks!”
b. “Never kick a skunk!”
c. “The Holy Ghost will warn me of skunks!”

�x Help your children make this simple craft skunk

http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mskunk.html



